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COAL INDUSTRY USES ONE FOURTH
OF STATE FOREST OUTFUT

The coal industry is one of the largest consumers of timber. At present,
it uses nearly one fourth of the entire production of state forests. Twenty-
eight percent of the total amount of timber used by the coal industry is lum-
ber for various inside and outside mining construction jobs.

While there is considerable variation due to differences in geological
conditions, the average cost of timber per ton of coal extracted is approxi-
mately 4.5 percent of the total mining costs and approximately 22 percent of
the cost of raw materials. The index of total timber consumption, using 1946
as the base, rose to 102 in 1947, 121 in 1948, 129 percent in 1949, and will
reach 132 in 1950. Timber consumption per ton of coal extracted was nearly
8 percent lower in 1949 than in 1947.

Forests comprise 22.7 percent of Poland's area, with ten percent of this
unproductive. Current timber production is only 50 perceat of domestic require-
ments. Because of the great destruction of forests during the war, the esti-
mated average annual timber growth per hectare is now 15 percent less than be-
fore the war.

The coal industry has recently been experimenting with substitutes for
timber for mining, especially steel.
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